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NOTE ON THE DISCUSSIONS OP THE PANEL WITH 
SWEDEN 

1. On 23 July the Panel held discussions with Sweden, represented by 
Mr. Zetterquist. The Panel had before it document Spec(62)166 containing 
information supplied by Uruguay on its earlier representations to and 
consultations with Sweden and information supplied by Sweden as contained in 
Spec(62)194. Mr. Campbell Smith took the Chair and the discussions followed 
the procedure laid down in Spec(62)187. 

I. Establishment of Facts 

2. The Swedish Government suggested a number of amendments to the list in 
document L/1662 in their letter of 16 July, reproduced as Spec(62)19^. The 
Panel decided to accept the following amendments: 

The deletion of symbols 1 and 3 against 02.01 Meat of the ovine species, 
frozen, and symbol 6 against 10.02 Barley. The Panel noted that the Swedish 
Government had also suggested the deletion of symbol j5 i-n respect of meat of 
the ovine species, frozen and chilled. However, in the absence of further 
information concerning this suggestion the Panel decided not to make the 
appropriate amendment to the list of measures maintained by Sweden. Such 
measures may be described as follows: 

Tariff 
item No. 

02.01 

16.02 

10.01 

Description of products 

Meat of animals of the bovine species, 
frozen 

Meat of animals of the bovine species, 
chilled 

Meat of animals of the ovine species, 
frozen 

Offals, chilled 

Preserved meat 

Wheat 

Measures in force 

Import permit, 
discrimination, import 
levies, maximum ancL 
minimum price system 
and health restrictions 

Import levies, health 
restrictions, and 
maximum and minimum 
price system 

Import levies, and 
maximum and minimum 
price system 

Import levies, maximum 
and minimum price 
system, and mixing 
regulations 
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Tariff 
Item No. 

11.01 

10.03 

15-07 

23-04 

Description of products 

Wheat flour 

Barley-

Edible oils, crude 

Edible oils, refined or purified 

Oil cake 
Meal of vegetable oils 

Measures in force 

Import levies and maximum 
and minimum price system 

Import levies 

Variable charges or 
duties on imports 

Variable charges or 
duties on imports 

The Swedish Government points out that for items which are subject to 
import levy and the maximum and minimum price system, the two measures 
are mutually exclusive and are thus not employed simultaneously. 

3- The letter from the Swedish Government referred to above and the Swedish 
representative did not indicate whether any of the measures would be removed 
in the near future. 

4. The Swedish Government's letter stated in paragraph 5 that "in the 
judgement of the Swedish Government the restrictions are applied consistently 
with the provisions of GATT .... I would like to refer to the Swedish 
notification about residual import restrictions published in document L/1769 
of 29 May 1962, as well as to the records from the examination of the Swedish 
agricultural policy by Committee II". However, the letter does not refer to 
the conformity or otherwise with the GATT of the discrimination in favour of 
the OECD and other countries in respect of beef. 

The representative of Uruguay questioned whether the maximum and minimum 
price system in force in Sweden was in fact in accordance with the General 
Agreement, but did not wish at that stage to question the conformity of other 
measures where this was claimed by Sweden. 

II. Nullification and Impairment 

5. The Uruguayan representative was not yet in a position to provide 
statistical information of the type suggested in paragraph 11(b) of Spec(62)l87. 
However, the following points were made by the representative of Uruguay 
concerning the effects on Uruguayan exports of the measures in force: 

(a) Discrimination 

The representative of Uruguay pointed out that the discrimination in 
favour of the OECD countries, the sterling area, the Belgium, Dutch, French, 
Italian, Portuguese and Spanish currency areas, Finland, Yugoslavia, Guinea, 
Indonesia, Iraq and Somalia arose from the fact that meat exported from these 
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countries and areas did. not require an import licence when entering Sweden 
whereas imports of meat from other sources, including Uruguay, were subject to 
import permits. The Uruguayan representative informed the Panel that when he 
had been in Stockholm, he had been informed that permits would be granted freely 
on imports of Uruguayan beef once the health problem had been satisfactorily 
resolved. This would not, however, solve the problem of the discrimination 
which would continue to exist, at least in principle, until the import permit 
requirement was removed or applied to all suppliers. 

(b) Variable charges or duties on imports, and maximum and minimum price system 

The representative of Uruguay stated that in the view of his Government 
two separate systems existed. He pointed out that import levies and levies 
under the maximum and minimum price system could be imposed either separately 
or together. However, the representative of Sweden maintained that import 
levies and levies under the maximum and minimum price system cannot be imposed 
together on the same import consignment. The Panel was reminded of statements 
made by the Swedish representative in Committee II who had seated that import 
levies were enforced to bring long-term world prices into line with long-term 
Swedish prices (a six-year average being employed) and changes of the levies 
under the maximum and minimum price system were used to compensate for short-
term fluctuations in imported beef prices. At the request of the Uruguayan 
representative, the representative of Sweden agreed to ascertain from his 
Government whether or not the surcharge on barley applied to barley destined 
for brewing. 

(it has subsequently been confirmed that the levy on barley applies to 
all barley irrespective of end use.) 

(c) Health restrictions 

The representative of Uruguay emphasized the importance of Sweden's 
sanitary regulations since, in their present form, Uruguayan meat was 
completely excluded from the Swedish market. The Swedish Government was, 
however, currently studying its regulations with a view to modify them to 
enable imports from the Rio del Plate area. 

6. The representative of Uruguay stated that, with the exception of the 
above problems, Uruguay's trade with Sweden was progressing in a satisfactory 
manner. 


